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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 03939 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OGEN, SOPN, CGEN, UR 

SUBJECT: INCIDENT INVOLVING AMERICAN JOURNALIST 

1. BALTIMORE SUN CORRESPONDENT HAL PIPER INEORMS US THAT 
HE WAS STOPPED AT SOVIET BREST BORDER POINT ON MARCH 2 
WHILE RETURNING TO MOSCOW EROM A REPORTING TRIP TO 
YUGOSLAVIA AND POLAND. PIPER WAS DETAINED (POLITELY) FOR 
4 1/2 HOURS AND FINALLY SENT ON HIS WAY AFTER A SUB- 
STANTIAL QUANTITY OF PRINTED MATTER (CLIPPINGS, TELEX 
COPIES OF NEWS STORIES, RL/RFE RESEARCH BULLETINS) WAS 
TAKEN FROM HIM. BULK OF CONFISCATED ITEMS DEALT WITH 
YUGOSLAVIA AND POLAND, NOT USSR, AND PIPER HAD LEFT 
MOSCOW WITH THEM AND TRAVELLED IN EASTERN EUROPE WITH 
THEM WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

2. PIPER SIGNED RECEIPT FOR TOTAL OF FIFTY-TWO CONFISCATED 
ITEMS, AND AS HE WAS DOING SO SOVIETS RECORDED EVENT ON 
FILM. 

3. PIPER HAS SENT HIS OWN LETTER TO MFA/PRESS SEEKING 
RETURN OE CONFISCATED MATERIAL. EMBASSY IS SEEKING EARLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MEETING WITH MFA/PRESS AT COUNSELOR LEVEL TO REGISTER 
OUR OWN DISPLEASURE. WE WILL BASE OUR PRESENTATION ON 
FOLLOWING NON-PAPER: 

-(BEGIN TEXT) ON THE EVENING OF MARCH 2, ENTERING THE 
SOVIET UNION BY PRIVATE CAR AT THE BORDER POINT OF BREST, 
AMERICAN JOURNALIST HAROLD PIPER, CHIEE OE THE MOSCOW 
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BUREAU OF THE BALTIMORE SUN NEWSPAPER, WAS DELAYED FOR 
4 1/2 HOURS BY SOVIET CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES WHO CONFISCATED 
CERTAIN OF MR. PIPER'S PERSONAL PAPERS. 

-THE ITEMS TAKEN FROM MR. PIPER INCLUDED NEWSPAPER 
CLIPPINGS, TELETYPE TRANSMISSIONS, AND RESEARCH MATERIALS. 

ALL OF THESE ITEMS WERE LEGITIMATE JOURNALISTIC MATERIALS 
WHICH MR. PIPER HAD USED FOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
DURING WORKING VISITS TO SEVERAL EASTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES. IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT NONE OF THESE MATERIALS 
WERE QUESTIONED BY THE AUTHORITIES OE THOSE COUNTRIES 
WHERE MR. PIPER WAS ENGAGED IN HIS JOURNALISTIC ACTIVITIES, 

BUT WERE INSTEAD UNACCOUNTABLY CONFISCATED WHEN HE SOUGHT 
TO RETURN TO MOSCOW EOLLOWING THE COMPLETION OF HIS 
EASTERN EUROPEAN TRIP. THERE BEING NO LOGICAL EXPLANATION 
FOR THE CONEISCATION OF THESE ITEMS, IT IS DESIRED THAT 
THEY BE SWIFTLY RETURNED TO MR. PIPER. (END TEXT) TOON 
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